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 and Enniskillen. Londonderry was closely besieged, but
In 1689 it was relieved by a force from England: the men of
Enniskillen also routed the Catholics at Newtown Butler.
In the next year William despatched Schomberg, his best
general, to Ireland, and followed himself with sufficient
soldiers to bring the number in his army up to 40,000.
William's victory over James at the Battle of the Boyne
was followed by the reduction of Leinster, and James was
obliged to return to France. After capturing Waterford,
William returned to England, leaving Ginkel in command,
and by 1691 Limerick, the last centre of the rebels, was
reduced and the Treaty of Limerick drawn up. The French
had failed to make any use of their naval victory at Beachy
Head in 1690, and England's loss of her command of the
sea did not prevent her armies from crossing to, or returning
from, Ireland.
For the Irish people the Revolution was disastrous, since
it was a victory for the Protestants and for the moneyed
classes. Increased disabilities were now placed upon the
Irish Catholics and Irish trade was deliberately ruined.
There were 300 members of the Irish House of Commons,
and of these 234 represented towns: the power of the English
patrons was well established in almost three-quarters of the
boroughs. The Acts of the Irish Parliament could be
vetoed by the English Government, and after 1719 any Act
of the English Parliament could be made applicable to
Ireland without consulting the Irish.1 Until 1767, when
an Octennial Act was passed, the session of the Irish Parlia-
ment was unlimited, so that elections were very infrequent,
and Ireland had no independent representation. Yet the
country was burdened with taxation for the benefit of
England: the taxes were farmed to English collectors, and
were used to keep up an Irish army which fought in England's
wars; the Irish budget was burdened with a long list of
pensions to English favourites. In 1700 Ireland had a
national debt of £16,000, but by 1779 it had increased to
over £1,000,000. Between 1760 and 1770 the pensions
paid out of Irish funds increased from £54,000 to £85,000,
1 Grant-Robertson, Select Statutes, p. 204,

